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5 February 19£6. 




Ho. 99 


SECHST 


Sir. 


have the honour to 




Disturbances 


V 


te a reference to "Syrian 
In ay despatch Ho. 94 of 


the Slat ultimo. 


2 . 


The retire agent 


the "Asiatic Petroleum Company 


sent a man down to 


Keydan quarter to try and 


the 


mules taken by the rebels. This 


• ,5"^In broad daylight, across 
. ' with bombs and hand-grenades 

^ J* , . 

.,.^%^-Commlsoalre ". who took 

to reoorer the mules. 


the main 


was 


found the rebels lnstallsd. 
uthern tramway thoroughfare 
referred to a rebel 


Commlsoalre 


who took notes 


the complaint and promised 




These 




gotiatlona oontlnued for a few days 


and resultsd 


the restitution of the fire moles against s 


,v^aymsnt of 29 Turkish gold pounds. In addition to ths 17 gold 


> Ztom tbs drirer. The 

ad f to 52 Turklah rold Pounds. 


total 


thus rsduosd 


r. a r>.j 


& 


to 92 Turkish gold Pounds 


1 IL ft- 

i '*yA 


ha 


4. 


re turn 


this tribute 


rebels, apart 


o 




restitution 


• Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of Stats for 
Porulgn Affairs, 


Sto. . Sto 


Btc 


Foreign Off lee 

X.0I90I 


Cepy to Beyrouth (45) 













restitution, promised future lawanity. 


5. 


Re pro sea tat ires of the 



bels called at the Agent's 


Office in the middle of the town and oolleoted this tribute la 
broad daylight. 


6 . 


The French authorities hare not settled a single one 


of the British claims arising out of the 


locally 


«. 


there Is little hope of any ef fee tire French action In tblafesene< 
I am, therefore, of opinion that we would not be justified in 

interfering with indireot negotiations of this hind, since the 

Fronoh are Impotent to restrain the rebels from carrying off 

o 

British property In a main thoroughfare of the capital of Syria 




and In broad daylight 


would prefer myself to 


the 


French 


that a recovery has been made 


the Agent 


the Company says that such a notification nov would expose him 


and 


intermediaries 


grave danger 


the bands. He 


m 

suggests, therefore, that we wait until things have become more ] 


normal here and that we should acquaint the French authorities 
with the facts of the case aa spon as such notification can be 



made without danger. 


7 . 


I 


1 consider that hi* suggestion) Is quite reasonable. 

I have the honour to be. 

With the highest respect, 

# 

Sir, 

# 

Your most obedient, 

humble servant 


(SIGNED) W. A. SMART 































HAUT COMMISSAR FAT 

DE LA 

REPUBLIQUE FRANCHISE 
EN SYRIE & AU L1BAN 

DELEGATION DE SYRIE 


@£tfruu. & 85 Pdvrier 
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. I»’Envoy$ Extraordinaire 


Ho 
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y ^ l'Agence de 1'ASIATIC 

PBT30LSTJM COMMIT . 


L EnvoyC Extraordinaire du Haul Comm'usa'iro de la 

Rjpublitfue Franpaue aupr'es des EtaU de Syrie eu/ du Djebel 

Druzd a monsieur le Consul de Sa Ma.lestd 



Britannique 


DAKAR 



r 


\ r 



/ 
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Monsieur le Consul, 



Par lettre en date du 27 du oois 


dernier ,tous avez "bien voulu nae transcaettre la re- 


te dont tous avez saisi l'Agenoe Daoasoin 
1*ASIATIC P3T1-3L3UM COMPAMY au sujet du vol 
elle a dt 6 l'o'bjet.le 26 Janvier 1926. 


Depuis le ddpBt de oette plainte a 


Totre oonsulat,M.Khalil 3AHUH .Direct eur de oette 


Agence.a recouvrd les oulets qui lui 


dt 6 


ddro'bds.et ,au oours de l'inf ornoation ouverte contre 


auteur3 


denoandd qu'an¬ 


omie suite ne soit donnde a sa r6o 1 amation. 

L 1 instruct!on de oette affaire a done 


ajoumde.'elle ne pourra etre utileii.ent reprise 
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qae lorsque M.SaIDXH aura fait oonnaltre a oette 
Edldgation le nom des peraonnes qui out servi d'in- 


termddiaire entre lui et le 
a la restitution dea hetes. 


parvenir 




Veuillez agrder.Monsieur le Coneal.l'assu 
ranoQ de raa haute aonsiddration ./. 
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Ho. 00 


sir. 


tilth reference to mj despatch Ho. 55 of the 


5th Instant. I bare the honour 


report that Khalil 


Sal dab, the Damascus Agent of the Asiatic Petroleum 
Company was summoned by Monsieur 3d Jean, the Trench 


tour Gdndral de 


Suretd 


preliminary enquiry 


Into the robbery 



to 


the rebels 


e. 


Khalil Saldah was thus foreed to explain what 


happened 


aed to divulge the name 


Intermediaries, explaining that such action would involve 


him In personal danger. 


3* 


I have the honour to enclose herewith 


a letter from the Trenoh Delegation to the effect that 
the enquiry cannot be continued until Khalil Saldah is 


prepared to reveal the names of these late 



diaries. 


4. 


In view of the present nltuatlon at Damascus, 


the oaae 



be allowed to 



la in abeyance for the 


present. 


I have the honour to be, 
With the highest reepeet. 

Sir, 


Hla Majesty*a Principal 
secretary of State 
far Foreign Affairs 
Sti*, lit*, its., 
Foreign Off! 


Tour moat obedient, 

humble servant 
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25th February. 1926. 


Sir, 

I am directed by Secretary Sir Austen Chamberlain 
to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch Bo. 55 of February 
5th reporting on the present position In regard to the claim 

of the "Asiatic Petroleum Company (Syria) Limited" for 

% 

e 

compensation In respect of losses Incurred during the recent 
disturbances at Lamasous. 


2. The Secretary of State considers that no useful 
purpose would be served by addressing any further communication 

L * T I *2 « - w * - - T Jl H | f 

to the Frenoh authorities at the present stage regarding the 
subsequent developments of this particular case. 

I am. 

Sir, 



















